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Self-sufficiency in the production of food became 

more vital as war dragged on and German 

submarines took their toll on allied shipping. 

Kent’s War Agricultural 
Committee operated from 
1914-1919. 

 

All farms were inspected and less efficient farms and derelict sites 
were taken over and ran by managers appointed by the county. 

 

Bower and Park Farms, covering 509 acres in Eynsford 

were taken from Sir William Hart Dyke of Lullingstone. 

Manager, W. Millar, 
was put in charge.  

 

1919 - Bower & Park Farms became a Centre to train ex-servicemen.  

The aim: To make up for labour shortage on farms, 

or for men to farm publicly owned small holdings. 

Men lived in Army huts. 

Men were given 30 shillings (40s for 
disabled) a week, from which 17/6d was 
deducted for board and lodging. 

 

42 able men were trainees, with a 
principal and 2 instructors.  

 

After 2 months the Centre took in disabled ex-servicemen only. 

 

Training was 

for one year. 

The last intake was in March 1921. 
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1919 Accounts of Training Centre for disabled ex-servicemen, Bower & Park Farms  
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Bower Farmhouse, Bower Lane, March 2005, one of the farms used for 

training disabled ex-servicemen at the end of the First World War 



FARMING - DIS-ABLED EX-SERVICE MEN TRAINING CENTRE, EYNSFORD   

Park House and outbuildings of Park Farm, Bower Lane, Eynsford 

c.1914, one of the farms used for training disabled ex-servicemen at 

the end of the First World War  
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Profit of £211+ made 

in 1918 from Kent 

War Agricultural 

Committee’s 

management of 

Bower and Park 

Farms, Bower Lane, 

Eynsford 


