
THREE FARNINGHAM BROTHERS SPIER GO TO WAR -  

             ONLY ONE RETURNS  

Born: Alton, Hampshire - Herbert John Spier in 1887, Walter Ephraim Spier in 1889, 
Percy Harold Spier in 1891.   
Died:  
26 September 1917 - Herbert John Spier missing, presumed dead, probably during 
the Battle of Menin Road or Polygon Wood. 
25 October 1918 - Walter Ephraim Spier missing, presumed dead, in advance to 
victory in Picardy and Artois. 
1964 - Percy Harold Spier in Dartford. 
Home:  In 1911 Mill Lane, Eynsford; by 1914 3 Mary Villas, Farningham.  
Family: Parents, James Spier, carpenter at Paper Mill, first at Alton and then at 
Eynsford, and Sarah (Gilliam).  The brothers came from a family of 8, of which 5 were 
sons. 
Enlisted: Herbert John (a house painter living with an older brother in Walderslade) 
in 1914, aged 27; Walter Ephraim in 1915, aged 26; Percy Harold unknown. 
Served: 
Herbert John Spier, M.M. - L/10035 1st Battalion Queen’s Royal West Surrey 
Regiment - Served in the Battle of Mons in 1914 where he was wounded. He went on  
 



THREE FARNINGHAM BROTHERS SPIER GO TO WAR  
to serve in Belgium.   At some stage he was awarded the Military Medal for gallantry 
and bravery.  Herbert John Spier has no known grave, but is commemorated on the 
memorial in Tyne Cot Cemetery, Belgium.   Aerial view shown below. 
 

Walter Ephraim Spier - 38119  8th 
Battalion of the East Surrey 
Regiment 
Served from 1916-1918 on the 
Western Front, including the Battle of 
Passchendaele. 

  
Walter Ephraim Spier has no known grave, but 
is commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois 
Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.  Shown left. 
 
Percy Harold Spier - Rifleman 17/2020 16th 
Regiment of the Irish Rifles came home. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=ePU8x2EfkO60wM&tbnid=5gA8kIGFKHFyZM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.euro-t-guide.com/See_Coun/France/F_NW/F_See_Vis-en-Artois_British_Cemetery_2-1.htm&ei=iQHZU4TSH4HcOf-jgPAO&v6u=https://s-v6exp1-ds.metric.gstatic.com/gen_204?ip%3D109.152.199.211%26ts%3D1406730624559577%26auth%3Dmanoiszpbeabjc3vir72odfndpc3llwa%26rndm%3D0.684329101636217&v6s=2&v6t=20029&bvm=bv.71778758,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEClxApRoSbFw591gPIT1-UvhWLug&ust=1406817024513758

