
EYNSFORD - ALFRED GATES - ONE MAN’S WAR 

Brian Hussey has kindly provided this information, and the sheets below about 
his grandfather, Alfred Gates.   

The documents are replicas so can be handled carefully.  

Born: Little Chart, near Ashford 1879 

Died: 18 June 1917, aged 38, in France 

Home: 2 Bank Cottages,Eynsford (moved to Eynsford from Alton, Hampshire, 1909)  

Family:  Parents – Samuel 
(Papermaker) and Hannah Gates 
Wife – Annie Agnes Knight 
(married 1904) Children – Albert 
(1902), Elsie (1904), Alfred (1907), 
Sidney (1910), Doris(1914) *Below 
are 3 cards and a letter he sent to 
his daughter, Elsie.   

Work: Paper maker at Eynsford 

Paper Mill 

No. 2 Bank Cottages with yellow door, 1984 



  

Letter from Alfred Gates to his daughter, 

Elsie, aged 13, 5 months before he was 

killed on the Western Front – a blighty 

wound was one just bad enough to get 

sent home, without permanent damage 



PRIVATE ALFRED GATES 

Enlisted: August 1914  

Served: G/7533, D Company, 8th Battalion, Royal West 

Kent Regiment, had been in in France for 8 months 

prior to his death.  It is not known where he had 

previously served. 

Death: Alfred Gates was fighting in the trenches at Mt. 

Sorrel on the northern end of the Messines Ridge, not 

far from Ypres, when, at 2 a.m. on 18 June 1917 the 

Germans attacked, killing 8 men including Alfred. 

Buried: No known grave. Commemorated on Menin 

Gate, Ypres, with 54,000 officers and men. 



 

The Menin Gate at Ypres, March 2002 


